POETIC RHYTHM AND TECHNIQUE

be simply because the secret of the right handling
has not been found: it is at least my impression
that a very good rhythmist with the Alexandrine
movement secretly born somewhere in him and
waiting to be brought out could succeed in rehabi-
litating the metre.

Octosyllabic Ale ire

THE regular octosyllabic metre is at once the easiest
to write and the most difficult to justify by a strong
and original rhythmic treatment; it may be that it
is only by filling it with very original thought-
substance and image and the deeper tones and sound-
significances which these would bring that it could
be saved from its besetting obviousness. On the
other hand, the melody to which it lends itself, if
raised to a certain intensity, can be fraught with a
seizing charm that makes us forget the obviousness
of the metre.
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